
“But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind 
and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall 
receive any thing of the Lord.” James 1:6-7 KJV 
 
The trapeze artist must trust the catcher to be able to 
perform. Your prayers are only effectual if you believe 
AND obey God. Careful study of Scripture is 
prerequisite. “If we ask any thing ACCORDING TO 
HIS WILL, He heareth us”; His will is revealed in His 
Written Word. “Wait” and “No” are legitimate answers 
to requests outside His will or schedule. Study and 
obedience of God’s Word allows us to “ask in faith.” If 
I follow the recipe, “this is the confidence that we have 
in Him...if we know that He hear us...we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.” If I don’t 
know Scripture, I don’t know God’s desires and I will “ask amiss,” rendering my prayer ineffectual. If I know 
God’s desires and obey, I can ask and wait confidently and patiently. “All things (even bad) work together FOR 
good to them that LOVE God, to them who are the called (obedient) ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE.” God 
always works in His own time. Spurgeon wrote, “God never is before HIS time and never is behind.” I may 
desperately want a loved one healed or protected, but God never coerces anyone, but will let them reap what is 
sown. I like a line in an old song, “God never makes us go ‘gainst our will, He just make us willin’ to go!” His 
Laws are just that: LAWS! Reaping is incentive to obey! Sorrows are often directly from disobedience. If not, 
we must patiently let God do HIS WILL in His time! Ask for insight to pray more effectively and to answer 
other’s questions. My first responsibility is to know AND obey God’s Word! God will not give me a million 
dollars unless it is for His praise! If someone prospers in evil, it’s not God! Satan destroys men with wealth and 
pleasure, knowing their disobedience will incur the Wrath of God! Satan doesn’t need to destroy men; they 
destroy themselves and others with sin he entices them to follow! 
 

A doubtful man will not receive, 
For he in faith does not believe, 
He knows not how or what to pray, 
Because he follows his own way. ~CGP 

 
Do you believe God wants to withhold provision from His children? “Ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, 
and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” When asking God for 
something, we must ask, “Am I God’s child? Is it something He wants His children to have? Have I been 
obedient? Is it a need or just a want? And if asking for another, “Are they being obedient? Do they really need 
it?” The answers to these questions are in God’s Word. God allows evil to punish evil men! His own are 
protected with eternal life, so even if killed, they do not die, but are immediately with God! The consequences 
fall upon the wicked! Death is the portal to eternal bliss for the true believer! “God will supply all your NEED 
ACCORDING TO HIS RICHES in Glory!” One f God’s riches is His Word! 
 

“For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will He 
withhold from them that walk uprightly (obey). O LORD of hosts, blessed (obedient) is the man that 
trusteth in Thee.” Psalms 84:11-12 KJV 
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