
“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which 
suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.” Hebrews 13:3 KJV 
 
You can’t always be sympathetic with someone else’s trouble unless 
you’ve been through it yourself, but you can be empathetic: Two words 
whose meaning is often confused. I can always be empathetic, because 
God gave me an imagination with which, although I may not know your 
experience, I can imagine myself in your place and empathize with you. 
Words are not nearly as comforting as presence. Most times we forget the 
words of comfort someone gave us, but we do remember they were there 
and were kind and compassionate to us in our hour of need. Let us never 
forget that God is always here and Loved us when we are altogether 
unlovely and desires to transform our every sorrow into joy. “But God commendeth His Love toward us, in that, 
WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS, Christ died for us. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” There are many kinds of “bonds” with which men are bound. There are physical 
bonds of pain, disease, and incarceration; emotional bonds of sorrow, friendship, and love; and spiritual bonds 
of lust, sin, and death. We can usually understand and relate to any of these whether we’ve experienced them or 
not. If a brother or sister in Christ is burdened, we must consider ourselves as fellow prisoners with them to the 
extent that we pray for their troubles as if they were our own, “with all perseverance and supplication for all 
saints”; help them as much as physically possible; “bear ye on another’s burden, and so fulfill the Law of 
Christ”; and exhort and encourage them with the Truth applicable to their trial. “In meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth.” 
Fellows in Christ ought be the concern of all believers, because this earmark distinguishes us from the world 
around us. “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples; that ye have love one to another.” The world 
knows us better than we think and secretly watches us more than we know. When we fight and bicker amongst 
ourselves, they watch to see how we handle it. If we take revenge or “get even,” we simply reinforce the lie that 
there’s no difference between believer or unbeliever. When we allow Truth to reign undisputed in every 
situation, whether pleasant or unpleasant, we are “witnesses unto...Christ in us the Hope of Glory!”  
 

Remembering God’s love for me, 
I seek to help the needs I see, 
With comforting and prayerful deeds, 
Doing my best with ev’ry need. ~CGP 

 
Does God help us to carry out sinful lusts? Should I buy alcohol for or give cash to a drunkard? I can absolutely 
trust God to deal with a soul in the best possible way, because God knows their secrets and exactly what to do. 
He knows their “down sitting and their uprising” and will do exactly what is needed to bring them safely 
through if they obey Him. Our responsibility is to forgive when asked, pray for, and supply physical necessities. 
If I’m to feed and clothe enemies, how much more fellow believers? Not condoning wickedness, but as Christ, 
love the sinner and loathe the sin! Christ died for us “while we were yet sinners!” 
 

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the 
law of Christ. For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.” 
Galatians 6:1-3 KJV 
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