
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they 
watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it 
with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. Pray for us: 
for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live 
honestly.” Hebrews 13:17-18 KJV 
 
Most believers obey and submit to their leaders in the faith of Jesus 
Christ, but do so with a highly critical eye, demanding more perfection 
from pastors than of themselves! Their excuse? “I’m not in a leadership 
position.” They forget God’s Word is written to everyone, not just 
Pastors, teachers, or for that matter, believers. If you pass judgment on 
anyone, vocally or mentally, God holds you to the same standard! The 
passage in Matthew 7:1-2 is often used as an excuse for sin. “Judge not, 
that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged: and WITH WHAT MEASURE YE METE, IT SHALL BE 
MEASURED TO YOU AGAIN.” You may never say it, but if you think 
it, God knows it, and holds you to the same standard! Many believers 
smoke and many unbelievers do the same while condemning the 
believers who do! God holds unbelievers to the same standard! Believers 
are even more acutely aware than unbelievers, of their sin before God. 
The difference between believer and unbeliever is: Believers are delivered from eternal death and unbelievers are not. 
Men enter this world “condemned already, because they have not believed,” and, unless they humbly call for salvation 
through faith in God’s Word, are eternally dead! Spiritually speaking, every person is still-born, but the power of 
resurrection lies in the Resurrected One, Jesus Christ, “to everyone that BELIEVETH!” The real question is: Are you a 
believer? Obedience to God’s Word is the only visible evidence of the faith of Jesus Christ! “Faith is...the EVIDENCE of 
things NOT seen!” Do not think forgiveness excuses you from sin or its consequences! Your sin is what crucified Jesus, 
and God will not tolerate a flippant attitude towards sin! Confession is not a license to sin. It is coming to God with a 
humble and contrite spirit, admitting your blood-guiltiness, gratefully accepting God’s forgiveness, and returning to 
obedience, thereby forsaking your sin. Don’t confess if you’re not willing to obey, because God knows your wicked heart! 
“God is angry with the wicked every day.” These are universal absolutes! Do not think for a moment, just because you are 
a believer, you are exempt from judgment or consequences! 
 

If I judge without a prayer, 
I only show I do not care, 
But only wait to criticize, 
To keep the sin in which I lie. ~CGP 

 
Notice the third command, “Pray for.” If I obey and submit to without praying for my pastor or teacher, I have sinned. 
All are susceptible to Satan’s wiles and carnal lust’s, even pastors. When I see a man of God fail, my first thought is that 
no one prayed for him as they ought have done. Before you condemn or judge, get your own house in order or you may 
find God dealing with your sin! Ask yourself, “Did I pray for Pastor, today?” Satan works harder on leaders than 
followers, because it will have more impact. If you are not a believer, part of God’s Assembly, beware! Satan will destroy 
you with your own pursuit of pleasure! You will party all the way to the eternal Lake of Fire! 
 

“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed 
with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care (worry) upon Him; for He careth 
for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith (with obedience to God’s Word), knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.” 1 Peter 5:5-9 KJV 
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