
"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one 
another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." Hebrews 3:12-13 
KJV 
 
“Exhort: To encourage, to embolden, to cheer, to advise; 
primarily to excite or give strength, spirit or courage.” (Webster’s, 

1828) Good advice comes from those experienced or learned. You 
can’t fellowship about building birdhouses if you never have! 
Many believers attend Church to be spiritually SERVED by the preacher, but have little or no ambition to 
SERVE anyone else! Real Christian fellowships are a thing of the past. As a child, I remember thinking on 
Sunday morning, “I wonder whose house we’re going to today?” Members would gather after evening service 
at someone’s home to fellowship in the Word. A snack would be served; children would run off and play 
together; the moms would gather in the kitchen or living room; and dads would sit around the dining room table 
drinking coffee and discussing, sometimes even heatedly, God’s Word and its Truth. I loved to just sit and listen 
as the men dissected the sermon, passages of Scripture, and rabbit trails of thought. Some “churches” have 
fellowship halls, but, now, they only open for pot-luck suppers or sad to say, dances. You rarely hear the Word 
of God in conversations in church auditoriums anymore. People discuss sports, wardrobe, family, weather, 
news, or their newest acquisition. The only one doing any ministering is the pastor. Believers are instructed, 
“Consider one another (other believers) to provoke unto love and to good works: exhorting one another: edify 
one another; and let the Word of Christ (God’s Word) dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” No one discusses Scripture, because they 
know so very little of it and it’s rarely in their thoughts, even at church! Oh, they listen to the preaching and 
carry their Bible around, but then they tuck it under their arm and talk about everything else! Sunday is, most 
times, the only day they open their Bibles and then wonder why their prayers are unanswered and they have no 
joy. “This Book of the Law (God’s Word) shall not depart out of thy mouth (out of the heart the mouth 
speaketh).” What was your last thought? What is your focus, today? I God’s Word isn’t your focus, sin will be! 
 

Our brothers we must daily serve, 
To strengthen faith and love preserve, 
That we might all the Truth obey, 
And shun all worldly, sinful ways. ~CGP 

 
We are instructed, “Study to show THYSELF approved UNTO GOD, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. For the Joy of the LORD is your strength.” There is no true 
Christian fellowship outside of God’s Word. “If we walk in the Light (obey), as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship...and truly our fellowship is with the...Son, Jesus Christ.” If Jesus isn’t your heart’s focus, He won’t 
be the focus of your fellowship, either. Are you ready to fellowship in God’s Word? Did you exhort someone 
yesterday? Today? Is Church just a social to you, or do you really go for fellowship in God’s Word? Do you 
ponder the words of the hymns as you sing them? Do you take notes during the preaching? Did you lift up or 
rejoice with another? Did you linger to fellowship or rush home to eat? These things reveal your heart and faith! 
Satan doesn’t care if you go, as long as you quickly leave. Faith without action is worthless to you and others! 
 

"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Romans 10:17 KJV 
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