
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should 
boast." Ephesians 2:8-9No2 KJV 
 
Good works cannot acquire faith. Faith is a gift from God brought 
to us via His Word. “Faith cometh by…the Word of God.” By His 
infinite Grace God allows the destitute and vile sinner access into 
His glorious Kingdom. There is neither endeavor nor 
accomplishment, however great or noble that will procure God’s 
favor. “Without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him.” It is imperative believers proclaim 
God’s Word to lost men, so the miraculous gift of faith may be 
imparted to the repentant. Faith plus nothing is what saves men 
from their appointed destiny with damnation. “Not by 
works…which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.” Since no work of man can save a man, 
no work of man can “un-save” a man. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall ANY MAN pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand. I and my Father are one.” Salvation’s work was “finished” on Golgotha’s hill by the Lamb of God and 
by Him alone. The faithful may perform the works of righteousness that are the evidence of their faith, and they 
may exhibit the Fruit of the Spirit which is the evidence of their adoption and inheritance with Christ, but there 
is nothing they can do to either gain or lose their salvation. “Being confident of this very thing, that He which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ, for it is God which worketh in you, 
both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” You cannot lose that which you do not keep. The faithful are 
“kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that Day.” Since faith is God’s gift, and it is 
His power that keeps, eternal life cannot be lost once given. You can be an unruly child of God, but you will 
always be His child. Rest assuredly He will chastise every child. “For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.” We don’t receive Christ, He receives us IF we receive and 
believe His Word! It is because He loves us that we are scourged and corrected. He does not love the wicked, so 
He allows them to heap wrath upon themselves which He will pour out upon their heads on Judgment Day 
unless they repent and call on Him for salvation. “For WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL…SHALL BE SAVED!” It 
may seem that no ill befalls the wicked, but it is only being reserved for the last day. Isn’t it good to know your 
only responsibility is to love God with all your heart, soul, and mind? You can’t lose what is kept by God! 
 

It is by faith, God’s gift alone, 
Not of man’s works for ‘twould be gone, 
Eternal Life for ev’ry soul, 
Who by God’s grace have been made whole. ~CGP 

 
Our faith rests securely on the immutable Word of our immutable Father! 
 

"That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:" Hebrews 6:18 KJV 

 
C. G. Palmer 
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