
"A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." Galatians 5:9No2 KJV 
 
Leaven is an element, influence, or agent that works subtly to modify a 
whole, such as yeast which causes dough to rise. Yeast floats around in the 
air all the time. It will grow most anyplace. The concept of leaven shows us 
how doubt works. One little whisper in Eden damned the whole human 
race! Many times we feel pressured to say something, so we utter our first 
thought. Satan waits for just such opportunities to whisper lies into the 
minds of men. “Above all, taking the Shield of Faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench ALL the fiery darts (evil impulses) of the wicked.” Always 
be slow to speak and measure all thoughts against God’s Word before 
allowing them to pass your lips. “Brethren, whatsoever things are true…honest…just…pure…lovely…of good 
report; IF there be any virtue, AND IF there be any praise, think on these things.” Spoken words can never be 
recalled. If you utter impulsive thoughts you might just join ranks with Eve as she believed and uttered what 
had been whispered to her. Hearsay is an insidious evil that damns unbelievers. Unless it’s true, kind, AND 
necessary, it’s better left unsaid. Believers must be like cowboys, tirelessly wrangling every stray thought and 
word into alignment with Truth. “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity EVERY THOUGHT to the obedience of Christ.” How often 
have you heard, “Oh, I’m not that bad!” or, “It’s just a little thing!” God says, “EVERY idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the Day Of Judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned.” Many excuse themselves with, “That’s just how I am!” Well, of course 
that’s how you are, but it’s not who you are that God judges; it’s what you believe and do, and that, you CAN 
control. Jesus said, “Without me ye can do nothing.” Scripture tells us, “I can do ALL things through Christ,” 
that is, through faith and obedience to God’s Word. If you do it your way, you can’t. Men do exactly what they 
WANT every time! If you do something you don’t want to do, it’s because you’re coerced. Lust and doubt 
coerce thought and deed. God’s Love constrains us to do right. Doubting God’s Word is unbelief. One doubt 
will coerce thousands. Respected leaders who cast doubt on Truth coerce unbelief. Unbelievers are bovine herd 
animals. Christ frees us from the stampede of millions over the precipice of death into Hell, and transforms us 
into His own children. “If any man be in Christ…He is a new creature. As many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.” Don’t call yourself a believer if 
you disobey God’s Word! “Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep (obey) His Commandments.” 
Those who believe God’s Word, consistently obey it! “A just man falleth…and riseth up again.” 
 

The leaven forms the nimble dough, 
And its effect the dough will show, 
But, once in kiln, the dough is baked, 
The bread will hardly change its shape. ~CGP 

 
A lie repeated often enough becomes, in the kiln of public opinion, a hard fact that does not easily yield to 
Truth. How many of the “facts” you believe are based on Truth? How many seem right, but are never checked? 
Are you guilty of spreading doubt? When God says, “every” and “all,” He means exactly that! Unbelief 
doesn’t change Truth: It damns the doubter! 
 

"For verily I say unto you, ‘Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
The Law, till ALL be fulfilled." Matthew 5:18 KJV 

 
C. G. Palmer 
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