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Tonight, the Lord led me on a little adventure (no snakes involved this time, Lol!).  
I was reading my Bible when I came across the prayer Jesus prayed in John 17. It struck me 
that this was His last public prayer, almost His last words, before He went to the cross. Yes, He 
prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, but it was a deeply personal prayer, not one done 
together in community with believers.  
I began to wonder what this prayer would look like from MY perspective. Sometimes meaning 
is lost when I listen to someone else pray because I am picturing THEIR life the whole time. 
Their struggles. Their faults and gifts. And so I listen and pray in love and agreement with their 
needs, but I do not internalize the words.  
Well, my curiosity got the better of me and I sat down to analyze every word He said. Trying to 
keep the verse groupings somewhat similar, I began the process of translating from His heart 
to mine. My life. My mouth. My perspective. My prayer. 
I confess that I became astonished as I went along. Somehow, I had missed a great deal of 
what He was saying here all these years. It ended up being a very joyful devotional exercise, 
and I thought I would share it below.  
I realize reading a long post on Facebook is somewhat wearisome, and you might just want to 
look it over some other time, so if you would like a copy, I would be glad to email it to you. But 
perhaps the change in perspective may speak to your heart as it spoke to mine.  

 
The John 17 Prayer 

 
Father, may the glory of your Son shine in me so that I may glorify you. 
May all those whom You have given, through Your foreknowledge of their willing faith, be 
brought to Jesus, that He may give them the gift of Life which is knowing You, the only true 
God, and Jesus, your beloved Son Who gave His life for them as He shed His blood to redeem 
them from their sins. 
Help me to accomplish the work You have given me to do so that I may glorify You on earth. 
Father, glorify Your Son in Your presence with the glory that He had with You before the world 
existed. Give me a glimpse of His glory in my spirit through the eyes of faith that I may be 
encouraged as I seek to walk with You and to remain faithful day by day. 
Empower me to manifest Your great name to the people whom You have given to Jesus. They 
have always been Yours, and You have given them to Your Son now, and they have continued 
to keep Your Word.  



May they know that all things, including our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and every good gift 
He has given, have really come down as gifts from Your hand, Father of Light. For there is no 
change or turning aside in You. You have always been loving and providing for your people. 
Even when it cost You everything. 
Help your people to receive your Words of Life that they may come to know in truth that it 
was You who sent us Jesus, and that He came forth from You. I rejoice in those who have 
believed! 
Help me to pray for the Good Shepherd’s Lambs, as they grown in faith, wisdom, and 
knowledge. How thankful I am to know that both You and Your Son shepherd this flock. May 
the name of the Holy One of Israel be glorified among us.  
As we remain in the world, please bind us together in Love and Truth, that we may be as one, 
even as You are with Your Son. 
May I be part of keeping Your people secure in You, Father, while I am here on earth, pointing 
to Your Goodness and teaching of Your Ways. I rest in knowing that Your Son is guarding us 
and once we are His He will not let us go! I am so thankful for this, though I grieve for those for 
whom it will not be so.  
The source of all true joy is found in this; that the veil was torn in two and I may now know You 
in the same way that Jesus knew You as He walked upon this earth! Unspeakable gift! To know 
the God of Heaven. To hear Your Words with understanding. To walk in paths made straight. 
To see this world through Your eyes of Love. 
May I hold tightly to Your Word each and every day of my life, though the world will hate me 
for speaking and believing It, even as the world hated Your Son. I won’t ask You to take me 
from this world, for I want to serve You here and I rejoice to see all that You have created 
bringing You glory all around me, but please keep me from the evil one whose deceptions I do 
not always recognize. He knows how to push my buttons and sometimes I still find myself 
wallowing in the mud.  
Sanctify me by Your Word, for It is Truth, that I may live in this world but remain unspotted by 
all that would draw my heart away from You and lead me in paths of sin. Send me deeper into 
love and ministry among the people around me, for I know how deeply runs the river of Your 
Love for the world. Send me as You sent Your Son and may I be consecrated unto You for the 
sake of all those around me, that they may see Your Power and Peace and they may also be 
sanctified in Truth.  
I do not ask this only for those whom I can now see, but I know that the flame of faith is 
passed from torch to torch as far as Your eyes can see, and that many whom I will never meet 
will continue to pass on the faith that I helped to encourage in the gift of saving Grace through 



Your Son, Jesus Christ. And as each new torch is lit, may our lights all burn brightly together as 
our hearts, minds, and spirits are united in You. 
May those who have sincerely loved You but stood back and wondered about the coming of 
Your Promised Messiah see this great light and turn aside to glimpse Your glory, and may they 
come to know the Truth that Jesus really was sent from You. Fulfilling every prophecy. Coming 
at the appointed time. Speaking as no other has ever spoken. Doing great and mighty works 
never seen before. Laying down His life and descending to the grave only to ascend to His 
rightful eternal reign as Priest and King of Life. You, The Only Wise God, really did give Your 
only Son to redeem the dust of this world. For that is how greatly You love us.  
The unity that we find in You, becoming even as brothers and sisters in Christ, is a little piece 
of Your glory here on earth, and we thank You for this! Over and over we marvel that we are in 
Christ and He is in us, and this shows Your love to the world in unfathomable ways, drawing 
them to You.  
We know there is coming a day that we will see the glory You have bestowed on Your beloved 
Son, The Great I am, The Lamb of God with our own eyes. He knew You as no other, while He 
walked here among us, and now we know You and proclaim You as Father as well, for He 
taught us of You and indeed He continues to teach me even now. You have shared the unity 
and love of Heavenly beings with earthly vessels of dust and breath and we are overwhelmed.  
Thank You. Thank You for everything.  
May Your Name be lifted, glorified, and praised forever.  
-Amen 
 


